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Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
hays, a promiſe of the life that 
now 1, and of that which # to 
Come. 


a TW; Hele words are the enforce- 
MAIS ment of - an exhortation 
| which St. Paul had made ts 
(OP We Timothy in the Verſe before 
SZ> > going, which was that he 
WT SEE: ſhould Avoid prophane and Old: 
Se wives Fables; meaning thole 
Impious and ſuperſtitious DoFrines, and the 
carnal and unchriſtian 0bſervances that were 
grounded upon them ( ſome of which he had 
mentioned in the beginning of this Chapter } 
which ſome at that time did —_— to 1ntro- 
duce into Chriſtianity: and inſtead of: apply 
his mind to ria that he ſhould rather hes: 
vayey unto true Godlineſs, =» 

This was the Exhortation. The Arguments 
wherewith he enforceth it are Two : Firſt, The 
Unprofitableneſs of theſe Carnal and Superſti- 
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he ) profiteth little. Secondly, The real ufeful- 
neſs of ſolid Ferttie and Godlineſs to all the 
Purpalesgt lite,, Godtur{£ 4 profitable ta all thing 

FO prac; £Y, e 45 well as of that BS, 


* 


Come. 


i, I fbalknothere meddle at all with the former | 
part of the Apoſtles Exhortation or ther Argument | 
that hath relation to it ; but ſhall apply my ſelf 
wholly-to the latter, - craving leave moſt plain- | 
ly and.affeGionarely co preſs upon you the Ex- | 


(rcife.of Godlingſs upon thoſe Grounds and Confi- 
derations 0p which the Apoltle here recom- 
mendeth it... | 

.\, Indeed. to. a, man that: conſiders well, it will 
appear the. moſt -unaccountable thin” in; the 
warld,that among all thote ſeveral Exerciſes that 
Mankind buſiesbemfelves abour, this of Godlineſs 
Houlgbeinfo great: a meature neglected, thar 
men -{hould: be: fo. diligent, fo induſtrious, ſo: 
unwearied, lome un geuing :Eftates, others in 
Parveying: for.» Pleaſures, .orhers.. in learning 
Artsand Frades ji in Jome thing 'or other re- 
lating to this ſenſible World ; and fo few ſhould 
itudy to acquaint themſelves with God,and the 
Cancergmenss of their ſouls; co. learwthe 42s of 
Vue aad Religious Convention, - '* : 
lagiio? o Cer- 
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3 
Certain + a61s, thi HS on 
we ſoinduſtrioully, liner baker afty a i 


it is more within our power, charirt© if t Ir1; 
For in out! other- Labowes We'e ney ”2 , 
promiſe to our ſelves certizirt fircaſk;* A th 
land things may interverie which' we'ktiow trot 
of,: that may defeat all\otr por” and, Ire: ns 
chough never ſo carefully laid ; burri& ri: a 
ſeriouſly undertook the Buffs of => ut 
he accompliſhed i it.- 
- Nay freer As we clbwait pig ly 
oy, (6 calt WeEwvitrleſs pains 48 «dl 
miſe to- our meta 2 fs affait/ {She 
cars hope- to compals mioſk of out 'wortdly de! 
fipns-whith(& 3x oh take" ip oft rRGbgHHS;"f 
doubt notin the leaſt but thar keſs Hbour, tet 
crouble, leſs folicirade will ſerve to make 2 rf1aft 
2good Chriſtian, thanroger art Eſtate, orto artgiti 
2comipetert Silt 5" Hunizite Atrs and Scibhee? 
And-rhen- for other Motives to oblige us to 
the ſtudy of Ret gion, we have incomparably 


more and greater hh Ns cart have” LP 


ſuit ob any otherthing; 1s cert! Re prea- 


teſt Concernment'we ob: ir the World- Hl F 
the very-thing God feng ,us into the world ab 
it is = very thi _ a_ Attic * 


for 
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:o- inftruct.us in. - It is the ver 
arp + 6% perks {hall . be concluded ORE 


_ 
ng happy, or everlaſtingly miſerable after 
this li aus 5 | wy | 
.. Theſe Ax conſidered, we may ;juft{ 
(I fay ) ſtand amazed, that men ſhould be 
prodigiouſly ſupine and negligent in an Aﬀair 
of this nature and. importance, as we fee they 
gnerally are. * | 
| If there can any account be given of this 
matter, I ſuppoſe it muſt be ſome ſuch as this, 
That the things of this Werld, upon-which we be- 
ftow our Care, \our. Time, our Courtſhip, are . | 
preſent tous. We ſce them every day be p 
our eyes; we taſte, we feel the (woetneſs of 
them; we are ſenſible that, their enjoyment js 
ablolucely neceſlary ro our pore well-being : 
But as for ſpiritual matters they lie under a great 
diſadvantage. They appear to us as at a great 
diſtance. : We do not apprehend. any preſent 
need we have of them : Nor do we fancy any 
ſweetneſs or reliſh in them. Nay, on the con- 
trary,, we form the. moſt frighttul and diſmal 
Images of them that can be... We look upon them 
not only as flat, and wnſavoury ; but as things 
which if we trouble ourheads roo much abour 
will. cextainly ruine all our defigas- in hs 
vo. WIS _—IIT | Wor 
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World. We think Religion good for nothing but 
to ſpoil goed — ro make us. melan- 

iſtra& us in our Buſi- 
neſs and Employments , and to put fo many 
Reſtraints upon us that we can neither with 
that freedom nor ſucceſs purſue our Temporal 
Concernments, which we think neceſlary ro our 
happineſs in this World. 

Bur let us ſuppoſe things to be thus with Re- 
ligion as we [Mn fancied, yet cannot this be 
any reaſonable Excule for our careleſneſs abour 
it. What though there were no viſible Benefit 
by a religious life in this world 2 What though 
the rewards of our pains about it were only in 
reyerſion ? Yer ſince a time will come when 
it will be our greateſt Intereſt to have been 
heartily Religious, is it not a madneſs now to 
neglect it.2 What though Religion be a courſe of 
life difficult and unpleaſant, a way Rtrewed 
with Briers'and Thorns; a way which it we 
follow, we are certainly loſt, as ro our hopes of 
any thing here? Yet fince a Time will certain- 
ly come when we ſhaltwiſh, that we had been 
gued Chriftians, though we had loſt our right eyes 
and our riobt hands upon the condition ; when 
we ſhall wiſh that we had purchaſed Virtue 
though at. the rate of the loſs of the whole 
| B 3 _ Wolld: 
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World : For Gods ſake 'why fhould we-not be 
of the ſame mind now? Who but Fools and 
Children but will look upon that which ſhall 
certainly and unavoidably be, with the ſame 
ard as-if it was now preſent ?: - ' | 

- But indeed, this is not the Caſe of Religion ; 
This Buſineſs of Piety is not fo formidable as 
we often repreſent it. Ir is no ſuch Enemy to 
our Temporal deſigns. It is a very innocent 
thing, and wilt do us no harm; though we 
look no further than this preſent World. -It will 
hinder none of our delights ' or -pleaſures,: bur 
will allow us to-gratifie every Appetite that God 
and Nature hath put into us. . And it any man 
doubr this, let him name-that Nacural defire, 
which the Chriſtian Religion doth! forbid or any 
way hinder the innocent fatisfaction of $-'I'am 
confident he ſhall be able ro name none.” Since 
this/is: the Caſe: then, how much more Chi/diſh 
than Children' ſhall we appear if 'we make Ws. 
line 'rxeckoning of. itz How inexcuſably Foo-: 
1dh.thall we be; if we will not be at fome pains 
ro: poſſeſs -our ſelves of that which-wilt be -no 
manner of Hinderarice to-us-ih our affairs in this, 
World, and will infallibly make ns ever]aſtimgly 
happy in that which is ro come? 


But 


(23 
; .,Butfurther ; ms it be certain, that a Life 
of ſtrict virtue. is not only no Hinderance to 
our Temporal deſigns, but a great furthe- 
rance-of them?- Whar. if it can be Proved, that 
befides the influence it has on our Happineſs in 
the next Life, it. is. alſo the. belt thing in the 
World to ſerve our, turns. in this? And that no- 
thing can ſo much contribute-ro.the .bringing 
about our Worldly Aims; no ſuch ready. way to 
attain to what our very Fleſh and Bloud molt de- 
lires, moſt delights in, as to be fincerely Pious. 
What imaginable Provence can we then have 
for our contempt of God and Yirtue ? If this can 
be made to appear,. {ure all our Objections will 
\ befully-anſwered; all our ſcruples ſatisfied , 
all our prejudices againſt Relrgion wholly re- 
moved ; and every one that is not abandon- 
ed of his Fortune and his Senſes, as well as his 
Reaſon, muſt think himſelf concerned to become 
a Votary to it; ſince hecan have no Tempta- 
tion or Motive to Yice which will not:more 
powerfully draw him to Virtue; and all theends 
that the one can pretend'to ſerve, will much more 
effeftually be ſerved by the other ; and he eſcapes 
an Eternity of Miſery, and gets everlaſting Lite 
inzo the Bargain... | 


I think 


11 | 
- .- Trhink it therefore worth the while to ſpend 
thetimenow allotted me in making good this 
Point, and diſcovering ſomething ar leaſt of 
that univerſal Profitableneſs of *Godlineſs to the 
purpoles of Human Life, that St.Paul in my Text 

aſſures us of. 

But becauſe the Studies of men are ſo infi- 
Nitely various, and the Ends of Life to be ſer- 
ved {o many, that it will be impofltble to ſpeak 
particularly of them , it will be needtul co pitch 
pon ſome general Heads, ſuch as, if they donot 
comprehend all, may yet take in moſt of thoſe 
things, to which the Labours and Endeayours 
of men are direfted, and in the acquiſition of 
which they have compaſſed their Deſigns ; and 
ro ſhew the ſerviceableneſs of Religion aboye all 
other means: for the attaining of them. And 
I think, I-cannot pitch better than upon thoſe 
three noted Adols of the World, Wealth and Hb: 
nor and Pleaſure ; theſe being the Goods which 
have always been accounted to divide Man- 
kind among them; and into the ſervice of 
fome one or all of which All that ſet up for a 
happy life in this world do lift themſelves, how 
different and diſagreeing ſoever they be from 
one another as to their particular Employments 
and ways of Living. I ſhall therefore make ic 


appear, 
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appear , that Godlineſs and Religion is a very 
great furtherance to the acquiſition of all theſe ; 
and that no man can take a more ready way 
either to improve his Fortune, or to purchaſe a 
Name and Reputation among men, or to live com- 
fortably and pleaſantly inn this world, than heartily 
co lerve God, and to live in the practice of every 
Virtue. 


And in the Firſt place, I begin with the Condu- 
civeneſs of Religion and Godlineſs to improve our out- 
ward Fortunes; the Advantages of it for the getting 
or encreaſing an Eſtate : For this is the thing ts 
which our Thoughts are commonly firſt direct- 
ed, as looking upon ir as the Foundation of a 
happy Life in this world. 

Bur here I deſtrenot to be miſtaken : I would 
not be thought to deal with you as one of our 
ordinary Empiricks, that promiſes many brave 
teats in his Bill, which are indeed beyond the 
power of his 4rt: I do not pretend that Wealth 
and Opnlency is neceſlarily entailed upon Religi- 
on; lo that whoever is good ſhall ay be 
inabled to make Purchaſes, and to A Lands 


and Livings to his Children. Riches are one of 
thoſe things that are not ſo y_ in our 


Or an equal _ 
Q 


power,that all men may hope 
C 
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| beyond my skill :) as ro fuch means as thele, I 


( I'O Y 
ef them. [The baving more ot leſs: depends of- 
tentitnes not ſo much upon our felves, as: upon 
that condition and. quality in which we were 
born, the way and courſe of Life into which 
our Friends put-us; and a. hundred accidental ' 
circumſtances to which we our felyes contribute 
nothing,. But this I ſay ; ſuppoſing the vertu- 
ous man in equal circumſtances with others ; 
fuppoſing him to ſtand upon the ſame level, and 
to enjoy the ſame fortuitous hits and external 
concurrences that they do, and he ſhall by ma- 
ny odds have the advantage of them for thriving 
and improving in the world in any. condition of. 
life wharſoever.. 

. So:that, ſo far as the getting of Riches de- 
pends upon Humane endeavours ; ſo far as it is. 
an At, and falls under Precepts and Dire&ions : 


no manahlve can propole 2 betrer expedient in 


erder thereto than. a ſerious practiſe of Religion 

To make this good, let it be con{idered, that. 
a5 to the means that do. ina more direct-and im- 
mediate manner influence upon the getting or 
improving an Eftate (I ſpeak. of General means, 
ich as are of ufe in all conditions of life, for to. 
meddle with the Myſteries of any Particular 


Axtor Trade, is not my purpole, as indeed it 


lay 


C11)! 


fay,none can preſcribe more effeQual than theſe 
four. | 


t- Prudence, in admminiſtring our Aﬀairs, 
2. Dibgence,. in that Vocation wherein God 
hath placed us. 
3. Thrift and good Husbandry. | 
. .. 4- Keeping 2 good Correſpondence with 
thoſe in whoſe power is to hinder or 
| promote our Aﬀeairs. | 
; If now itdo appear that Godlineſs doth highly 
improve a man 1n all thefe four reſpects ; tf ic 
can be ſhewed that all theſe Fruits naturally 
grow and thrive better in a Religious Soil then 
any other, it will evidently follow ; that ſup- 
poling theſe above-named means do indeed con- 
tribute to the making of a Fortune, (and if they 
do not, no man knows what- doth; and we 
ſtrangely abuſe our Friends and: our Children, 
when upan that account. we recommend them 
to them) it follows, I ſay, thata life of Godli- 
nels is a mighty advantage co a man for the pur- 


poles I am {peaking of. ©. - 


And firſt of all, it. will be eafie to ſhew that 
Godlineſs doth above all rhings tend to' make x 
man wiſe and prudent, : kilful and» dexterowus in the 
mauagement of his Aﬀairs of what' nature c p_ : 
C 2 or 
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for it doth very much clear and improve'a tnans 
underſtanding, not only by a certain natural et- 
ficacy it hath (as I ſhall ſhew hereafter) to puri- 
he the Blood and Spirits, upon which the pertecti- 
on of our Intellectual Operations doth exceed- 
ingly much depend ; bur alfo by diſpelling choſe 
adventitions clouds that ariſe in the diſcerning fa- 
ny from the noiſome Fumes of Luſt and Paſ- 
10n. 


All Vice in the very nature of i,depraves and 


- diſtorts a mans jadgment, fills our minds with 


prejudices, and falſe Apprehenſions «f things ; 
and, no man that is Ms, 2 the dominion of it, 
can poſſibly have ſuch a free uſe of his Reaſon 
as otherwiſe he might; for he will commonly 
{ce things, not as Cs are in themſelves, but 
in thoſe diſguiſes and falſe colours which his 
Paſſion puts upon them : Upon which account 
he cannot avoid but he will be often impoſed 
upon, and commit a thouſand errors in the ma- 
nagement of his Aﬀairs, which the vertuous 
man, whoſe Reaſon is pure and untinur'd, is 
ſecured from. It cannot be imagined that ei- 
ther he ſhould foreſee events ſo.clearly , or fpy 
gpportunities ſo ſagaciouſly , or weigh things ſo 
umpartially, or deliberac ſo calmly, or tranſ- 
at ſo cautiouſly, as the. man that 1s free wy 

thoſe 
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thoſe manifold prepoſſefions which his mind 
is fraught with. 

We lee thisevery day verified in men of all 
Ranks and Conditions, of all Callings and Em- 
ployments. Whart a mulcitude of inconvenien- 
ces, as to matter of dealing between man and 
+ man, ddth an intemperate Appetite betray men 
to? How filly and fooliſh is the moſt ſhrewd 
man, when Wine hath gotten into his head ? 
There is none ſo ſimple in his company,bur ſup- 
poſing him to be ſober, and to have deſigns up- 
on him, he ſhall be able to over-reach him. 
What a world of Advantages doth the Angry 
man give to him he deals with, -by the haſtinels 
and impatience of his ſpirit > How often doth 
a man dothat in the fury and expectancies of 
a Luſt, for which when his Ardors are over, he 
is ready to bite his nails for very vexation? 

It is thus more or leſs with all kind of Vices, 
they craze a mans head, and caſt a miſt before 
his eyes, and make him often loſe himſelf. in 
thoſe very ways wherein he pretends.to.be molt 
Skilful : So that it cannot be denied,that vertue. 
is of a ſingular uſe in all matters. wherein we 
have $190 au to make uſe of our Reaſon, and. 
doth ſecure us from a multitude of indiſcretians, 
which without ir we ſhould unavoidably com-- 
mit. i C 3 But 
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' ” But ſecondly; Godlineſs is alſo an excellent means 


| to ſecure a mans diligence in the diſcharge of his Cal- 


ling \in4 Employment, which'isallo a matter of 
very ofeat conſequence in order toout' thriving 

in the world: for it is the diligent hand that ma- 
keth rich, and the man that is diligent int his buſineſs, 
thut ' ſhall land befare Kings; as Solomon va ws; 

Now the Obligations that Religzon Iifeth up- 
oft us to be careful in this point, are far ſtronger 
then what can ariſe from any. other reſpect or 
conſideration ſoever; for- irobligerhusro mind 
our Bufinels , not only for 'our on (but for 
Gods ſake : it chargeth the matter upon -our 
Conſciences, (and repreſents it tous as 4 part 'of 
that ſervice we owe to. our Creatoy -and/uport 
the due performance of which, no leſs then the 
everlaſting welfare of our fouls doth depend : 
for it aſſures us,” thar he that wilbcallns.t& #c- 
count for every ide Word', will much more dg 
ſo for the idle _expence of our Time, 'and the 
abuſe or not improvement of- thoſe Falents thar 
he hath entruſtedus with. 'So 'that-though we 
had no worldly inducement to makens diligent 
in our Callngs, though we were lure we ſhould 
ſuffer no prejudice in our Temporal Aﬀairs by 
Hleneſs, and the 'negle& of our BulitieR,*(the' 
fear of which yet i; the only principle-that parts 


world- 


- 
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worldly men: upon: atten )- neyenteleſw we - 
kde c ni os ht 
ligent.in this matter, in regard it is a' point that 
will be ſo ſeverely exadted of-us:in:the- other 
world. 1. 5 22:3 art 9 

I know but one Objedtion: that. can 'be made 
againſt this diſcourſe;. andit is this, that what 
engagements locyer Religion lays upon us tothe 
cazeful {pending ot; otir ame; ryetars own Exer- 
ciſes, Prayer and Reading, and Meditation ; rake 
up ſo great a portion of it, which might be ſpent 
in the; works of, our ordinary cEmploytnent,; | 
that in effect it rather hmders ous atrendaiice on 
our Bulineſs than promotes it.: .. Bur to this it-is 
ealily anſwered, that. there is no man ſo enga- 

d in the world.,- but may if he-pleaſe, make 
oth his Buſmneſs-and his Devotions conſiſt toge- 
ther without prejudicing of either. 
. | Fhey have very falſe Apprehenfions- of Reli- 
gion, thatthink it obliges us'to be always upon: 
our knees, or- always poring upon ſome good 
Book : no, we do as truly ſerve God; and per- - 
form acts of Religzon,when we labour honeſtly 
mn our Vocation, aswhen we go-to Church , or 
ſay our Prayers. 

It istrue indeed, 'we ought to have our hearts 
Wkkaveras much asis pollible, and to that end 
we 
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we atght' to pray continually, but what hin. 
_ ders bucwe Grm lo thisin rac midſt of ourBn- 
fineſs? There is no employment doth ſoentire- 
ly engrols a mans mind, but he may find leiſure 
it he pleaſe, many times a day , to entertain 
goodthoughts, to quicken and reinforce his pur- 
poſes, to caſt up a ſhort Prayer or a with to 
God Almighty. And this I dare fay for your 
encouragement, 'thar fuch » a devour frame of 
heart, fuch frequent and ſudden dartings of 
your fouls to God, while you are at your Buſli- 
neſs, will be {o far from hindering or diſtra&- 
ing you in it, that they will make you go about 
it with much more vigour and alacrity. = 
Bur further, I rb ask any man that makes 
the foreſaid Objetion , fuppoſing Religion ten 
times moreexpenſive of our time then really ir 
is, yet whether Yice and Sin be not much more 
{o, then it would be. What a multitude of idle 
avocations from, and interruptions in our. Bu- 
{ineſs doth that daily occaſion unto men ? what 
2 number of impertinent Diſcourſes, unprofir- 
able Viſits, needleſs points of Gallantry , long 
diverſions by Drink, and Play, and Company ; 
not to mention a great many other Debauches, 
doth it frequently engage men in ? and yet theſe 
We-count no hinderances to our Buſineſs ; theſe 
we 


. 
J 
. 
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we complain not of; but to ſpend: a quarter of 
that time in ſome deyout Exerciſe, this is into- 
lerable, it waſts top much of our time, our oc- 
caſions will not permit ir. Such partial and un. 
juſt eſtimators of things are we, But I proceed. 


In the third place then, as for Frugality and 


good Hubandry, which is another neceſſary re- 


quiſite for the yo of Wealth. Religion is un- 
queſtianghly the belt miſtreſs of it in the world; 
or it retrencheth all the exorbirances and wan- 
tonneſles of our Deſires, which are the thin 
that pick the money out of our purſes , an 
reacheth us to live s ba the meaſures of Nature, 
which every body knows are little, and cheap. 
Ic perfe&ly cuts off all thoſe idle expences with 
which the Eſtates of other men ſtand almoſt 
continually charged. The Modeſty of it cloaths 


. usat a {mall rate; and its Temperance ſpreads 


forus, though aneat, yer a frugal Table. The 
attendance it requires on our Buſineſs will not 
allow us to embezel our money in Driaking or 
Gaming : nor will that Purity, which is inlepa- 
rable from.it ever let us know whatthe yaſt and 
ſinking expences of lewdnels and uncleanneſs 
are. Inaword, it is Vice only that is the charge. 
able.ching ; iris only Shame and Repentance that 
od | D 
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men'buy at ſuch coſtly rates. - Godlineſs is fx- 
ying,: and full of good. Husbandry ; nor -has' ir 
any known or unknown ways of ſpending, ex- 
cept it. be. thoſe of Charity , which indeed, in 

roper ſpeaking, are not ſo much expence , as 
Mey, tor money ſo laid out, doth always eyen 
in this life return. tous with Adyantage. 


- The fourth and laſt means F mentioned of 
Thriving in the world , was the- keeping a good 
Correſpondence with all thoſe in whoſe powey it 14 to 
binder or promote our Affairs. This CYCry body 
knows tobe a prime point in Policy; and indeed 
itisof a large extent, and of continual uſe. No 
\, man can be ſuppoſed ſo. independent on others, 
buc that as he is ſome way beholden ro them 
forall that he has, fo he ſtands in need'of theit 
help and concurrence for all that he hopes for: 
Men do notmake+ their oo_ of themfelves; 
nor grow. rich by having Freatires dropped 'irt 
dnicLaps, ey ho feby the ne Fe Hu- 
mane Sociery, by the mutual affiſtances and 
ood offices thac one man performs for another. 

that whoever-mrends to thrive nr the world; 

K above all things imports bim. ſo to carry him-- 
felf towards all that he hath any cottmerce 
with, ſo far to ſecure their favenr — aa" 
3 t 
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that they may be obliged not to deny him any 
of thoſe afliltances, which the exigency of hus 
Aﬀairs calls for at their hands. - But now how 
this ſhould be done any otherwiſe than by being 
truly Juſt and Honeſt , by abſtaining from Yio- 
lence and Injury, by being True to our Truſts, and 
Faithful in _—_— our Contrafs; and in a 
word, by doing all thoſe good Offices to others 
which we expect they ſhould do unto us, which 
as our Saviour tells us is the ſum of Religion , is 
a very hard thing to conceive. 
- The uſefulnels or rather the neceffiry of ſuch 
a Behaviour as this, in order to the gaining the 
good Opinion of others, and ſo ſerving our own 
ends by them, is ſo univerſally acknowledged, 
that even thoſe that make no real Conſcience 
of theſe things, are yet nevertheleſs in all their 
dealings forced to pretend to them. Open and 
Bare-fac'd Knavery rarely ſerves a mans turn in 
this world, but it is under the mask of Yirtue 
and Honeſty that it uſually performs thoſe Feats 
itdoth , which is no leſs n a Demonltration 
of the conduciveneſs of thoſe things topromote 
our Temporal Intereſts : for if the meer Pre- 
tence to them be a great advantage tous for this 
purpoſe, it cannot be imagined but that the 
Reality of them will be a greater. —_— 
G, D 2 t 
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the Power of Godlineſs will be- able to do- more 
than the Form alone , and:that if it was upon 
noother account than this, that no-man that is 
bur a meer Pretendert0- Honeſty can long hope to 
keep his credit among men... It is-impoſlibleto 
aft a Part fox any long time ;. let:him carry: ir 
never fo. cunningly , his. /;zor will ſome time 
or.other be thrown-off, and: he. will appear in 
his true colours ;-- and to what a world of mil 
chiefs and inconveniences he will then be expo- 
ſed, every one that knows how hated, how de- 
teſted, how abandon'd by every one, a Knave 
and a Villain is, may eaſily determine. I hope 
need {ay.no more to convince you: that Religion 
is the beſt Policy, and that the more-hearty and 
conſciencious any man is in the practice of it; 
the. more likely he. is to .Thrive and Improve in 
the warld. ff FI 


- Sothat I may now-proceed"to-the ſecond ge- 
neral point ta be ſpoken to,- which is the Profit» 
ableneſs of. Religion :for the attaining--a g0od-Name 
end Reputation, How very much it-conducerh 
to this purpoſe will appear from theſe two con- 
{tderations... 
Firſt, it Jays the ſnreſt.Grounds.and Fowndatir 
wc for 2. good Name and Retwtation.- 
ory 5 | __ Second- 


(er): 
Secondly, Men are generally fo juſt toit, that 
it rarely miſſes of a good Name and Reputati- 
on. The firſt isan argument from Reaſon , the 
ſecond-frqm Experience. -» 1 | 

Firſt of all Godlineſs layeththe+trueſt. Foundati- 
ons for. a fair..Reputation .in the world. . There 
are but two things that can. give a man a title to. + 
the good Opmion and Refpetts of men, .the in-. 
ward Worth and Dignity of his Perſon, and his 
Uſefulneſs and Serviceableneſso others. . The firſt 
of theſe challengeth mens Eſteem , the other | 
their Love. . Now bath theſe Qualities. Relig- 
on.and Virtue.do eminently poſleſs us of... 

Forfirſt , the Religious man is certainly the 
moſt Worthy and Excellent Perfon-, for he of. all 
others lives moſt up. to the great End for which 
he was deſigned, which is | meaſure 
of.che Goodneſs and Worth of Things. 

What ever. external Adyantages a man may. 
have, yet it.he be not endowed with virtuous 
Qualities , he is far from ;having . any "True - 
Worth or Excellence, and con{equently cannor 
be a fic object of our Praiſe .and' Eſteem , be- 
cauſe he wants that which ſhould make him 
Perfet and Good. in his Kind. For it. is not a 
comely:Perlonage:, or; along Race of Famaqus 
Anceſtors, or 4 large Revenue, or, a nukizuds 
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of Servants, or many ſwelting Titles ,, or an 
other thing without a age ſpeaks him 4 
Compleat Man, or makes him'to be what he ſhould 
be ; but the right uſe of his Reaſon , the em- 
ploying his Liberty and Choice to the beſt pur- 
poſes, the Exerciſing his Powers and Faculties 
about the fitteft Objefts, and in the moſt due 
meaſures. - Theſe are the Things that make him 
Excellent. Now none can be ſaid to do this 
but only he that is Virtuous. 


- Secondly, Religion alſo is that which makes 
a man wor Uſeful and Profitable to others ; for 
it effeQually ſecures his performance of all thoſe 
Duties whereby both the ſecurity and welfare of 
the Pablick, and alſothe Good and Advantage 
of particular Perſons is moſt attained. 

It makes-men Lovers of their Country, Loy- 
alto their Prince, Obedient to Laws; it-is the 
fureſt Bond and Preſervative of Society in the 
world; it obliges us to live peaceably, and to 
fubmir qur ſelves to our Rulers, not-only for 
wrath, but alſo'for Conſcience ſake : It renders 
ns modeſt: and governable in Proſperity , and 
reſolute and couragious to ſuffer an £ in a 

cauſe inthe worſt of .rimes : It-teacheth 
us to-cndeayour as much as in us lies to R_ 
the 
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the! ggod of every particular Member-of. the 
c_— , to be inflexibly upright”, ro d6 
hurtto none, but good offices to all, ro be cha- 
ritable to the Bodies and Souls -of men, to- do 
all manner of kiadnefſes rhat- lie within 'onr 
power : it. takes off the ſowrneſs and morole- 


| neſsof our Spirits, and makes us Aﬀable and 


Courteous, Gentle and Obliging , and willing 
to embrace wich open Arms andan hearty Love, . 
all ſorts and condicions of men. 

_Inevery Relation wherein we caniand to 
one another, it influenceth upon. us in order to 
the making us more uſeful ; ic makes Parents 
kind, and Indulgent, and careful of the Educa- 
tion of their Chi/dren, and Cluldren:Loying. and 
Obedient to their Parents : it makes Servants 
diligent tos pleaſe their Maſters, and to dotheir work 
in ſangleneſs of heart, not with eye-ſervice as men-plea- 


ſers, but. as unto Gad; and ic makes Maſtersyen- - 


tle.and:forbcaring, and cartfal ro-make' provi- 


| fion for their Family, as. thofe that know they have - 


a Maſter in Heaven, that i no reſpefier of perſons. 
OO there is Lago Soe ar rid cy il + 
which Religion will not: be. fignally. an inftrue - 
meat of miaking ns more ſerviceable-to- others, . 
and of doing more good im the world,” And if - 
fkuchbe the ſpirit and xemper of it , how is 


(24) 
args it muſt needs acquire agreat deal of - 
Reſpet-and Love from all: ſorts of men2 1f 
Obligingneſs and doing good in ones Generati- 
on de not endear a man tothoſe that know him, 
do not entitle himto their Love and'Aﬀections, 
whart thing in the world. is there that is likely to 
doit? 


*But-ſecondly, - True and unaffefted Goodneſs fel- 
dom miſſes of a good Reputation in the world. © How: 
unjuſt: to Virtue ſoever men are in other re- 
 ſpects, yet in this they generally give it its due ; 
where ever it appears 1t generally meets with 
Eſteem and Approbation ; nay it has the good 
word of .many that otherwife are not over-fond 


of Religion. 'Though they have not the grace 
to. be Good themſelves , yet they rarely have the 
confidence not to commend Goodneſs in others. 
|, Add to this, -thatno man ever raiſed to him- 
ſelf a Good name in the world, but .it- was upon 
the. ſcore of his Virtues, either Real or Preten- 
ded. Vice hath ſometimes got Riches , and ad- 
vanced itſelf into Preferments, but it never was 
accounted Honograble in any Nation. 

It nauſt be acknowledged indeed that it may 
and doth ſometimes happen , that Vicious men 
may be had in Efteem ; but then it is' to be con- 

| | ſidered, 
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ſidered, that ic is not for their Yices that 
are eſteemed , but for ſome good Quality or 
other they. are eminent in, And there is no 
doubt , if thoſe men were without thoſe ices, 
their Reputation would be ſo far from being 
thereby diminiſhed, that it would become much 
more Conſiderable... 

It nauſt alſo be acknowledged on the other 
hand , that even Yirtuous and Good men may 
ſometimes fail of that Eſteem and Reſpe# that 
their Virtue ſeems to merit,, nay, in that degree 
as to be {lighted and deſpiſed, and rohave many 
Odious Terms and Nick-names put upon them : 
But when 'we conſider the caſes in which this 
happens, it will appear to be of no force at all 
for the diſproving what has been now deliver- 
ed, For firſt, it ought to be conſidered what 
kind of Pn thoſe are that treat Virtue and Vir- 
tuous men thus Contemptuouſly , we ſhall always 
find them to be the Worſt and the Vileſt of man- 
kind ;. ſuch who have debauched the natural 
principles of their minds , have loſt all the no- 
tions and diſtinCtions of Good and Evil, are fal- 
len below the Dignity of Humane Nature, and 
have nothing to bear up themſelves with , but 
Bolaneſs 4x Confidence , Drollery and Scyrrility, 
and turning into Ridicule every thing that. 1s 

| E grave 
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Krave and ſerious : Bur it is with thele as-ir is 
wirh'the- Monſters and Extravagences *of Nature, 
they are but very Few,' - Few in compariſon 'of. 
chereſt bf mankind, who have wiſer and truer 
ſentiments of things. But if they were more 
numerous, no manof underſtanding would ya- 
lue what ſuch men ſaid of him: Ir looks like 
a Crime to be commended by ach Perſons, and 
may juſtly occaſion'a man'ro 'refleft upon his 
own actions, ' arid\ to cry out to himſelf as He 
| didof- old!, What have I done that theſe men 
ſpeak well of me ? | 

Bur ſecondly, it cannot be denied but that 
ſome perſons who are otherwiſe Yirtuous and 
Religions, may be guilty of ſuch Indiſcrerions as 
thereby togive others occaſion to'/light and de- 
fpiſe hem. Bur then it is ro-be conſidered, that. 
this is not to-be charged upon Yirtue and Religi- 
o# , bur is the Particular Fault of the Perſons. 
Bvefy one that. is Religious is not Prudent ;” the 
meanneſs of a mans Underſtanding , or his Raſh 
and Intemperate Zeal, or the moroſenels of his 
Temper, or his too great Scrnpulofity: abopr lirtle 
things." may ſometimes make his Behayiour 
Uncouth and Fantaſtick, . and betray him to do 
many actions which he-may think his Religion 
obliges hzm to, - that 'other People will -be apr 
TTY ro 
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to fancy Silly and Ridiculous. But this doth not 
at all refle& upon Religion ; nor doth it follow, 
that becauſe the PI ms of this or the other 
Particular man , p__ him to the Mirth and 
the Pleaſantneſs of others, that therefore all Re- 
ligious Perſons mult fall under the ſame Fate. 
Moſt certainly Religion, wherever it is governed 
by Knowledge and ſound Principles, wherever 
it is managed with Prudence and Diſcretion., is a 
thing ſo Noble, ſo Amiable, that it attracts Love, 
and commands Reſpe# from all;that are ac- 


- quainted with ic , unleſs they be ſuch profligate- 


ly wicked Perſons as I juſt now ſpoke of. 


There is one 0bje&ion made from the Scripture 
againſt this and the former Point I have nk 
ſpeaking to, which I deſire to remove, before 
[ proceed to the third General Head of my Diſ- 
courſe. Ir is this : That the Scripture is ſo far 
from repreſenting Godlineſs as a means to Improve 
our Fortunes, or attain a Reputation mn the world, 
that it ſeems directly to afhirm the contrary; for it 
aſſures us, that All thoſe that will live godly m Chrift: 
muſt ſuffer Perſecution. That the Diſciples of Chriſt 
ſhall be Hated of All men for His Names ſake. That 
the World ſhall revile and perſecute them , and: 
ſpeak all manner of Evil of them ; and that through: 
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many Tribulations we muſt enter into the Kingdom of 
God. - | 


Bur co this it is eafily anſwered , that theſe ,. 


and other ſuch hke Paſlages of Scripture do not 
ſpeak the General and Common Fate that atrends 
Godlineſs in all-times and places of the' world, 
according to the Ordinary courſe of Gods Pro- 
vidence ; but only refer to that particular Time, 
when Chriſtianity was to be planted in the world, 

then, indeed, Perſecution and Diſgrace ,_ loſs of 
Goods, and even of Life it ſelf, was to be the 
common portion of thoſe that profeſſed it : 
nor could it otherwiſe be expected; for, when 
a new Religion is to be ſetup, and ſuch a Reli- 
g10N as is ge; deſtrufive of all thoſe others 
that have been by long cxſtim received, and, are 
by Laws eſtabliſhed in the world , It cannorbe 
1magined bur that it will meet with a great deal 
of Contradi&tion and-Oppoſition- from all ſorts 
of perſons. Butthis was a peculiar and extra- 
ordinary. caſe, and could but laſt for a: certain 
time; now that Chriſtianity hath obtained in 
the world, and is adopted into the Laws of 
Kingdoms, asGod be < 7artir itiS among us at 
thisday. : fo far need we be from fearing: thar 

rae practice of it will draw upon us any Perſe- 

exticn; or {luch other Inconventences as are men- 

KR tioned 
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tioned in the fore-cited places, that there is no 
doubt but that we may Rationally expect from 
it all'thoſe External Benefits and Advantages, 
which as we have ſeen it is in.its own nature apt: 
ro-produce, and which God hath indeed ae, 
over to-it by Promiſe, in ſeveral Paſlages of the 
Scripture, eſpecially of the Old Teſtamenc. -, 

For that I may mention this by the By , I do 
not conceive that thoſe Promiſes of Long Life, 
Good Days, and all manner of worldly Proſperity, 
with which the Practice of Godline/s is fo fre- 
quently enforced in the 01d Teſtament , were lo 
appropriated to the Jewiſh Religion, as to be 
antiquated or diſannulled by the Introduction 
of the Chriſtian ; bur rather that they are ſtill in 
force to all the Purpoſes they were then: For 
that the coming of Chriſt into the world did add 
many great Bleſjings and Priviledges to the Peo- 
ple of Sod, which before they had not., we 
are certain of : bur chat it took away from them 
any that before they had, this we no where 
read, nor indeed is it probable; 


Baur I haſten: to the third: and: laſt-.General 
. Head Iamto fpeak to, which: is the Exeellent 
Mimiſteries of Religion above all other things, to. the 
Pleaſures of Eiumane Life :; which port, if jcbe 
Frey E 3 i. ey 
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clearly made'out, Ido not ſee what can be fur- 
ther waning to recommend it unto us, as the. 
moſt effettual Inſtrument for the ſerving all ouri 
turns/in this World. Now that Godlineſs doth 
indeed make the moſt excellent Proviſions for 
all ſorts of Pleaſures, will appear by theſe four 
Coniiderations. iS 
Firſt, That it eminently miniſtrethto Health, 
which is a neceſſary Foundation for. all 
Pleaſures. 
Secondly, It doth-much.iticreale the Reliſh 
\. >” and Sweetneſs of all our other. Pleaſures. 
* Thirdly, 1t ſecures us from all thoſe Inquie- 
- - tudes and Diſturbances which are apt to'em- 
bitter our Pleaſures, and make our Lives 
-  -uncomtfortable. mn 
+ Fourthly, It adds to Humane Life a world of 
| Pleaſures of its own, which thoſe that are 
not poſſeſſed of it, are utterly unacquain- 
'.- redwith. ;1, 
Firſt of all, Godlineſs doth very much conduce. to 
Health, which is ſo neceflary to our enjoyment 
of any ſenſible Good , that without it, neither 
Riches, nor  Henours, nor any thing thatiwe 
eſteem moſt gratifying to our Senſes will figni- 
fie any thing atall tro us. 'Now that a: Sound 
and- Healthful Conſtitution doth.exceedingly much 
(lo... » 2 depend 
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depend _ a diſcreet government and miode= 
ratiory ot our Appetites and Paſſions ,*npon 4 
ſober and temperate y{-of all Gods Creatures; 
whichis ar eſſential Part of True Religion, is a 
thing ſo evidence , that I need make no words 
abour.itl | Whar-are moſt of our' Diſeafes' and 
_—_— thatmake us miſerable and unpirtied 
while welive, and cutus off i-the midſt of our 
days, and tranſmit Weakneſs and Rottennefsto 
out Poſterity, bur the effets of 'our Exceſs aid 
Debauches, our Wantonneſ9 and: Luxury? Certain? 
ly, if we would obſerve thoſe /Meatares ifnout 
Diet and in our Labogrs:; in our Paſſions ahd in 
our Pleafurts which Religion has bound us up to, 
we might to-fuch a'degree Ppeſerve' our Bodres, as 
to render the greateſt Part of Phyſick perfectly 
fuperfluous. But theſe' things are too well 
known to need to. be inſiſted on. I therefore 

on to the;next thing, - + i no 

Secondly ; 4. Life 'of- Religion ' doth very Winch 
mcreaſe- the reliſh and ſweetneſs of all our ſenſible 
Enjoyments.' So far is it from abridging us -of 
any of -ouriearthly delights. (asits enemies [lan- 
deroulſly reprefenc it) char itabtindunely height- 


- ensthem. « It doth not only indulge to. us the 


free Uſe .of all rhole good Creanmes of God 
which. he hath made ſor the Support and Pw. 
| ; | ort. 
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fort of Mankind, while they are in theſe Earch- 
ly Bodies; bur alſo makes them more. exqui- 
litely gratifying: and delightful than wichour ic 
they could poſhbly be., And this ir doth in part 
by the means of that never ſufhciently com- 
mended Temperance and Moderation I before 
ſpoke of : for heteby: ic comes to pals. that our 
Senſes, which are the Inſtruments of our Plea- 
{ures are always prelerved in that due.Purity 
and Quicknels, that is abſolutely neceſlary for 
the right performing of their Offices ,-and the 
rendering our Perceptions of.any thing grate-. 
ful and agreeable. Whereas the . Senſual and 
Voluptuous man defeats his: own deſigns, . and 
whilſt he. thinks to <enjoy . a greater ſhare 
of Pleaſures than other men , really enjoys a 
leſs. - For his Diſſoluteneſs and giving up the 
reins to his Appetites only ſerves to dull and 
ſtupifie them. Nor doth he: reap any other 
Benefit. from his continual hankering after Bo. 
dily Pleaſures, but that his Senſations of them 
are hereby made altogether Flat and Unaffef- 
ing..; Nether is his Meat half ſo ſavoury ,” nor 
his: Recreations {0 diverting , : nor his Sleep:{o 
tweet, nor the Company he keeps ſo agreeable 
as 'Theirs are, that by following the meaſures 
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of Nature and Reaſon, come to them with truer 
and more unforc'd Appetites, 

But beſides this, there is a certain Lightſomneſs 
and Chearfulneſs of mind, which is in a man- 
ner peculiar to the truly Religious Soul,that above 
all things ſets off our Pleaſures , and makes all 
the. Afions and Perceptions of Humane Life 
Sweet and Delightful. True Piety is the beſt Cure 
of Melancholy in the world ; nothing compara- 
ble to it for diſpelling that Lumpiſhneſs and In- 
aftivity, that renders the Soul of a Man un- 
capable of enjoying either ir (elf or any thing 
elle. Ir fills che Soul with perpetual Light and 
Vigour , infuſeth a ſtrange kind of Alacrity and 
Gayety of Humour into us. And this it doth not 
only by removing thoſe _ that Hinder our 
Mirth, and make us languiſh in che midſt of 
our Feſtivities, (ſuch as are the Pangs of an Evil 
Conſcience, and the ſtorms. of unmortified Paſ- 
fions, of which I ſhall ſpeak in the following 
particular) but even by a more Phyſical Effici- 
ency. It hath really a mighty Power to Cor- 


're& and Exalt.a mans Natural Temper. Thoſe 


Ardent Breathings and Workings wherewith 
the Pious Soul is continually carried out after 
God and Virtue, are to the Body, like ſo. nauch 
Freſh dir. and Wholſom Exerciſe ;i they. _ 

| F Blood, 
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Blood, and keep. ir: from. Seethng.; they Clar 
the Spirits, and purge them from chole gr 
Fecwlencies which would otherwiſe Cloud our 
Underſtandings , and make -us dwll and l;ſHeſs. 
And to thele effects of Religion doth Solomon 
ſeem to Allude , when he Sls us, that Wif- 
dom maketh a mans face to ſhine, Eccleſ. 8. 1. 

Where he ſeems to intimate, thatthat Purity 
and Exaltation into which the Blood and Spirits 
of a manare wrought by the Exerciſe of Virwe 
and Devotion doth diffuſe it {elf even to his 
Ontward Viſage , maaking- the Coumtenance clear, 
and ſerene, and filling the Eyes with an unu- 
ſual kind of Splendor and Vivacity. But whe- 
ther this be a true Comment on his words or 


no, certain it is, that- Prety yr Snap a man to 


Mirth and Lightmeſs of Heart above all things in 
the world : and how admirable a Reliſh this 
doth give to all onr other Pleaſures and Enjoy- 
ments there is none but can eaſily diſcern. 


- Thirdly, Let it be further conſidered, that 
Godlineſs is a moſt Effetual Antidote againſt -all 
—_ gs mey-ant and Evil Accidents, : do ei- 
deftroy , or very much 'embitter the 

Pluer O his Like 
' For whillt it reacherh us to place all our Hap- 
pineſs 
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pineſs in God Almighty and our ſelves only , 
whilſt we have learn'd to bring all our Afﬀe- 
tions and Paflions, our Deſires and Averfions, 
our Hopes and Fears , under the command-of 
our Reaſon {' and endeavour not fo much to 
ſuit Things to our Wills, as our Wills to Things ; 
being Indifferenc to all Events that can hap- 
pen, fave only that we always judge thoſe Belt 
which God in his Providence fends us. Being 
I ſay, thus diſpoſed (as certainly Religion if ir 
be ſuffered ro have its perfect work upon us 
will chus diſpoſe us, ) ll wr it that ſhall be 
able to diſturb or interrupe our Pleafwres , or 
create any Trouble or Vexation to us? Our 
Prefent Enjoyments will not be Embittered with 
the fear ob loſing them, or lefſened by our Im- 
patient Longing after Greater. Our Brains will 
not be.upon the Rack for Compaſling things 
that are perhaps —— , hor our Bodies 
under the Scourge of Rage and Anger for eve- 
ry Diſappointment. We ſhall not look pale 
with Envy that our Neighbours have that which 
we havenot, nor Pine away with-Grief if we 
{hould happen to lofe that which we have. * 

But the Yicious man is expoſed to all thele 
Miſeries, and a thoufand more ; He carries 
chat within him , which: will ' perpetually _ 
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and torment him, for he is a Slave to his Paſ- 
ſions, and the leaſt of them, when ir is ler looſe 
upon him, is the Worſt of Tyrants. He is like 
the Troubled Sea, reltleſs and -ever working, 
rifled and diſcompoſed with every thing. He 
is not capable of _ rendred ſo much as To- 
lerably Happy by the beſt Condition this world 


affords : For having ſuch. a world of Impetu- 
ous Deſires and Appetites which mutt all be /a- 
tified, or elſe he is miſerable ; and there bein 
ſuch an infinite number of Circumſtances that m 
concur to the giving them that Satisfaton :* And 
all theſe depending upon Things without him, 
which are perfectly out of his Power , it can- 


not be avoided but he will continually find mat- 
ter to diſquiet him ,- and render his condition” 
troubleſome and uneaſie : a thouſand unfore- 
ſeen Accidents will ever be crofling his Deſigns. 
Nor will there be wanting ſome little Thing 
or other, almoſt hourly to put him out of Hu- 
mour. 

And if this be the Caſe of the Yicious man, 
in the Beſt Circumſtances of this woxld:i where 
the Canſes of Yexation are in a manner un- 
diſcernable) in what a miſerable Condition 
muſt he needs be , under thoſe more Real Af- 
fliffions unto which Humane Lite is obnoxi- 

ous, 
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ons, What is there that. ſhall be; able. to 
ſupport his Spirit under the Tediouſneſs of a 
Lingering m5 or the Anguiſh of an Acute 
Pam ? What is become of all his Mirth and Jol- 
licy, if there ſhould happen a Turin His For. 
tune, if he ſhould fall into Diſerace, or his Friends 
forſake him, or the Means of maintaining his 
Pleaſures fail him , and the-miſerable man 
become Poor andDeſpyed*Not to mentiona great 
many more Evils, which will make him unca- 
pable of any Conſolation, eat into the Hearc 
of his beſt Enjoyments , and, become Gall and: 
Wermwood to his choicet Delicacies.. 

And has he not now, think you, made admira- 
ble Proviſions for his Pleaſures ? Has he not done 
himſelf a wonderful Piece of Service, by. free- 
ing himſelf from the Drudgery, as he calls it, 'of 
Vurtue and Religion 2 Alas, Poor Man! this is 
the only Thing that would now. have; fecured. 
him from all theſe ſad. Arcidents and Diſpleaſures. 
The Good. Man fits. above the Reach ot. Fortune, 
and 1n ſpite of all the Viciflitudes and Uncer- 
tainties of this Lower World, with which-other 
men are continually Alarm'd, enjoys a Con- 
ſtant and Undiſturbed Peace. "Thoſe Evils that 
may be Avoided , (and really a great many 
which afflit mortal men, are ſuch). he by -hus 

Kill aut | g_ - _ |-Oi 
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Ptudens: ConduRt and: Governinent-of Kimſ&P 
wholly prevents. And thoſe that are Unavoid- 
able, he takes by fach a Handle, thar they have- 
no-power-to do him any” Fm: For he is 'in- 
deed pollefled of that whieh-the Achymiſts in” 
vam ſeek for : . Such a Sovereign At he has, that 
he can tnrn the Baſeft Fetals into Gold, make 
ſuch an-uſe of the »9rſt- Accidents that canbefal 
him,” chat they fhallnor be acconnted* his Mife-+ = 
ries, but his Emjoyments. So that however the 
varieties of his Condition may occaſton a change - 
in his Plegfures ,- yet-can they never canfe any 
Loſs or Deſtruftion of them. - ONES $1 
And this fecurity he enjoys, not as ſome of 
the Stoicks of old Ret rodo, by an letag 
nary: hiſenfibility , or by changirig-the names © 
Thi s, Ning thatne Evil ar cally is one :; 
but by an abſolne Reſignation of himſelf to the 
will-of: God, and an Hearty acquidſcing in his 
wiſe Providence. - He is certain there isa God 
that'povernsthe world, 'and chat nothing hap- 
penstohim,but by his Order and Appointment. 
And-he-is certain aHo that this God hatha Reat 
kindnek for him, - nd wonld nor _difpente any, 
Event unit6him; but what is really for his Good 
aid Advantage. And thete thonghrs ſo ſupport 
his Spitie#-that he nor only — 
els » | 4 t nks 
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thanks, God for what - ever. happens to--him- 
Andinſtead of Fretting and Comptaining thar 
things ſucceed otherwaile then. he expeced , he 
Reſolves with hinaleltchar char Condition, whac- 
ever it be, in which he actually is, is'indeed belt 
for him ; 'and that which. he himſelf, were he 
ro be the Caryer of his Fortunes, ſuppoſing him 
but truly to underſtand his own Concernments, 
would chulſe for:himſelf above all others. 

But further, beſides this ſecuriry from Out- 
ward Diſturbances which ,our virtue. obtains for 
us, there is another Evil which it alſo delivers 
us from, with which the wicked man is almoſt 
perpeuarly haunted , and which ſeldom ſuffers 
him'to enjoy. any {incere,, unminglet Pleaſure. 
That which I mean is, the Paxgs of an Evil Con- 
ſcience, the Fears, the Reſtleſnels, the Contuſi- 
on, the Amazements that arile in his ſoul from 
the ſenſe of his Crimes, and thejuitiAppreben- 
ſions of the ſhame and yengeance that doch a- 
wait them, pollibly in this Life , but moſt cer- 
tainly inthe Life to come. | 

How. Happy, how Pegſperous.loever the Sin- 
ner be as to.tus-other Aﬀairs, -yer theſe Furies he 
ſhall be ſure to be plagued with : no pompoul- 
neſs of Condition , no coſtly Entertainments, 
no noiſe of Company will be able to drive chem 


away. 
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away: Every mat that is wicked cannot but 
know that he is ſo, and that very Knowledge 
is a Principle of perperual- Anguiſh and Diſ- 
quierude. -Be his Crimes never fo ſecrer, yet 
he cannot be confident they will always conti- 
nue ſo: and the very Apprehenſion of this 
makes him feel all the Shame and Amazement 
of a preſent Diſcovery. But-pur the caſe he 
hath had the good luck to fin ſo cloſely , or in 
ſach a nature that he need fear nothing from 
Men ; yethe knows there is-an Offended God to 
whom-he hath a ſad and a fearful Reckoning to 
make : a God too Juſt to be Bribed , roo Mighty 
to be Over-awed, too Wiſe to be Impoſed up- 
.on. | Andis nor the man,think you;under ſich'Re- 
fleftions a$thele likely ro live 4 very Comfort- 
able life ? Ah, none knows the Bitterneſs of them 
on himſelf that feels them. Tothe Judgment 

others he- perhaps appears' a ve appy. 
man, he hack che world ee his beck, all hi 
ſeem to conſpire to make him a great Example 
of Proſperity, we admire, we applaud his. Con- 
dicion. -But:ah,” we know'not how Tad- a hearc 
he often carries 'under this fair -Owt-fide * 'we 
know not with what ſudden Damps'his ſpirit is 
often ſtruck, even in the heighth of his Revel- 
lings. -'We know not how unquier , how'bro- 
| ken 
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ken his ſleeps ate , how oft he ſtarts and looks 
ale ; whenthe Wite that lies by his fide under- 
ands not what the matter is with him. 

- He doth indeed endeayqur all he can to ſtifle 

his Cares, and to ſtop the mouth of his Con- , 

ſcience. He thinks to divert it with Buſineſs, or 

ro flatter it with little Sophyſtries,, or to drown it 

with rivers of Wine, or to calm 1t with ſoft and 

le Airs, And he is indeed ſometimes fo {uc- 

ceſsful in theſe Arts as for a whileto lay it aſleep. 

Bur alas this is no wg peace , the leaſt thing 

awakens it, even the ſound of a Paſſing-Bell, 

or a clap of Thunder; nay, a Frighttul Dream, 

cr a Melancholy Story hath the power to.doit, and 

then the poor man returns to Fi Torment. 

And now judge you, whether the Honeſt and 
Virtuous Man x a is free from all theſe Ago- 
nies, that is at Peace with God, and at Peace with 
his own @nſcience, that apprehends nothing ter- 
rible from the one, nor feels any thing trouble- 
{ome from the other, bur is ſafe _ Himſelf and 
from all the world in his own Innocence : Judge, 

I ſay, whether ſuch a one hath nor laid to him- 
ſelf better and ſurer Foundations for Pleaſures and 
a happy Life , than the man that by indulging ® 
his Luſts and Vices, only breeds up a Snake in his 
Boſom, which will not ceaſe to Sing and Gl 
G im 
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himbeyond whata Torgue is able to-expreſs, 


or a witty Cruelty tolnvent-. © + 


-* Fornthly- and'lafMly , beſides the berefirs of 
» Religion for removing the hindermices of our Plra- 
ſures ; it alſo adds xo Humane Life a world of 
Pleaſures of its own, which vicious men are ut- 

terly uniacquainted with. OTA L 
-" And theſe are of ſo excellent a kind , fodeli- 
cious, ſoenraviſhing, that the higheſt gratifica- 
tions of ſenſe are not coſhparable-ro them. Ne- 
yer till we cometobe heartily Religions do we 
underſtand what true Pleaſure is. "That which 
ariſeth from the grateful motions that are made 
in our outward ſenſes , is but a {0s ſhadow, a 
meer-dream of it... Then do we begin ro etyoy 
true Pleaſures indeed when our Higheſt and Divi- 
neſt Faculties, which were wholly laid aſleep 
while welived the life of ſenſe, begin be awa- 
kened, and to exerciſe themſelves upon their 
proper -objedts, when we become acquainted 
with God, and the Infinite Abyſs of Gyod that is 
in him, when our hearts are made- ſenſible of 
the great Love and good will he bears us; and. 
in ik ſenſe are powerfully carried out in Joy, 
and Love, and defire after him : when we feel 
the Divine Nature daily more and more diſplayed 
| _ 
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in ourſonls, ſhewing forth it. felt in the bleſſed 
Fruits of Charity and Peaceableneks, and Meck- 
neſs, and Humility, and Purity, and Devotion, 
and all the other Graces of the Holy Spirit. Ir is 
not poſſible but that ſuch a Life as chis muſt - 
needs be a; Fountain of inexprefGible joy ro him 
that leads it, and fill che Soul ich tranſcendent- 
ly greater content than any thing upon earth can 
poſſibly do : for this is the Li of God, this is 
the Life of the Bleſſed Angals above, this is the 
Life that is moſt of all agreeable to our own na- 
tures. While we live thus, things are with us as 
they ſhould be; our Souls are in their natural 
Poſture, in that ſtate they were: framed and de. 
ſigned to livejn : whereas the Life. of Sinis a 
ſtate of Diſorder and Confuſion ; a perpetual 
. violence and force upon our Natures. While we 
live thus, we enjoy. the Pleaſures of men, whereas 
befoxe when we were governed by-ſenſe., we 
could pretend to no other ſatisfaftions but what 
the Brutes have as well as we. Inthis ſtate of life 
we gratifie our Higheſt and Nobleſt Powers , the 
intellectual Appertites of -our Souls ; which as 
they are infinitely capacious, ſa have they-an in- 
finite good to fill them : whereas in the ſenſual 
Life, the meaneſt, the dulleſt., and the moſt contra- 
fed Faqultics of eur Souls were only provided 
for... ; G 2 But 
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Bur what need I carry you out into theſe Spe- 
culations, when your own ſenſe and experience will 
aſcertain youin'this matter above a thouſand 
Arguments. Do but ſeriouſly fer your ſelves to 
ſerve God, if you have yet never done it, do but 
once try what it is to live up to the Precepts bf 
Reaſon, and Yirtke, and Religion; and I dare con- 
fidently pronounce that you will in one month find 
more Joy, more Peace, more Content, to ariſe in 
your ſpirits; from the ſenſe that you have reſiſted 
the Temptations of Evil, and done what was 
your duty to do, than in manyyears {pent in Vani- 
ty and a Licentious courle of living. I doubt not 
in the leaſt, bur-that after you have.once ſeen and 
tafted how ' gracious the Lord is , kow - gocd all his 
ways are ,; but you'will proclaim to all the 
world, that One day ſpent in his Courts # better than 
a thouſand : Nay \, you will be ready to cry our 
with the Roman Orator (if it be lawful to quote 
the Teſtimony of a Heathen, after that of the Di- 
vine Plalmiſt) that' One day lived according ts the 
Precepts of Virtue is to be preferred before an Immor- 
eality of Sm. | 
Yau will then alter all your ſentiments of 
things, and wonder that you ſhould have been ſo 
ſtrangely abuſed by falſe repreſentations of Vir- 
we and Vice. You will then ſee that Religion is 
| | quite 
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= another thing than it appeared ts you be- 
re you became acquainted with it. Inſtead of 
thargrim , ſowr, unpleaſant Countenance in 
' whichyou heretofore painted her to your. ſelf, 
you will then difcover nothing in her but what 
is infinitely Lovely and Charming. Thoſe very 
Actions of Religion which you now cannor 
think upon with Patience , they ſeem ſo harſh 
and unpleaſant, you will then find to be accom- 
panied with a wonderful Delight. You will not 
then complain of the narrowneſs of the Bounds, 
or the ſcantin:ſs of the Meaſures that it hathconfi- 
ned your deſires to; for you wilt then find that 
you _ hereby gained an entrance into a far 
greater and more perfect Liberty. How ungen- 
tilely, how much againſt the grane of Nature ſo- 
_ ever itnow looks to forgive an Injury, -or an Af- 

front , you will then I it to be as far more ea- 
fie, ſofar more ſweet than to revenge one. You 
will no longer think works of Charity. burden- 
ſome or expenſive; or. that todo good Offices 
to every one is an employment too-mean for 
you ; for you will then experience that there is 
no ſenſuality. like that of doing good , and thar-it 
is a greater pleaſure to do a kindneſs than to. re= - 
ceive one. How will you chide your ſelf farha- 
vying been ſa averſe to Prayer and other devout 
G 3 Exer- 
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Exerciſes,” acconnting them as tixeſome unfayou- 
ry things; when you. beginta feel the delicious 
Reliſhesthey leave upon your ſpirit? You will 
then confeſs that no Converſation is half fo a. 
greeable as that which we enjoy with God: Al- 
mighty in. Prayer ;' no-Cordial ſo reviving as 
heartily ro pour our our ſouls unto him. And then 
co be affected with his Mercies, to praile and give” 
thanks tohimfor his Benefits, what is it but a ve- 
ry Heaven upon Earth, an anticipation of the 
Joys of Eternity ? Nay, you will not be without 
your pleaſures even inthe very entrance of Reli- 
Lion, then when you exerciſe a&ts of Repentance, 
when you moarn and afflif your ſelf for your ſins, 
which ſeems the frighttulleſt thing in all Religji- 
on. For ſuch is the nature of that holy ſorrow, 
that you would not for all the world be without 
it,and you will find far greater Contentment and 
ſatisfaction in grieving for your Offences, thenever * 
you did receive from the Committing them. 
But, O the.ineffable Pleaſures that do conti- 
nually ſpring up inthe heart of a good man;from 
the 75h Gods Love, and the hope of his Fa- 
- vour,and che fair proſpe& he hath of the Joyand 
Happineſs of the other world ! How pleafing, 
how:tranſporting willthe thought of thete things 
betoyou! To link that you are one —_— 
" "m | \ PPY 
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kappy ſouls that are of an Enemy become the 
Friendof God, that your ways pleaſe him, and 
mayo ors are-not only Pardoned , Dur Accepted and 

oved by him : -to:think that you a poor Creature 
whorwere of your ſelf nothing, and by your fins 
had made your {elf far worſe than nothing , are 
yet by the goodneſs of. your 'Saviour become ſo 
conſaderable a Being , as to be able togive delight 
to the King of the world, and to cauſe joy in Heas 
ven among the Bleſſed Angels by your Repentance : to 
think that God charges his Providence withryou, 
takes care of all your Concerns, hears all your 
Prayers, provides all things needful for you, and 


'thathe will in his good time take you up unto 


himſelf, to live everlaſtingly-in his Preſence, to 
be parcaker of his Glories , to be raviſhed with 
his Love, to be acquainted with his Counſels, to 
know and be known by Angels , Archangels , and 
Seraphims; to enjoy a Converſation with Prophets, 
Apoſtles, and Martyrs, and all-the Rayfed and Glort- 
fied Spirgts of Brave Men ; and with all theſe to 


ſpend a happy and a rapturous Eternity, in Ado- 
Te ,in LD , io Praſing God for ml Infinite- | 
ww of his Wiſdom, and the Miracles of his Mer- 

£ arid'Goodnels toall his Creatures. Canithere 
be any Pleaſure like this-? Can any thing in the 
world pur you into ſuch an Eeftaſie of. Foy as the 
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very thought of theſe things 2 With what a mighty +» 
ſcorn and contempt will you in the ſenſe of 
look down upon all the little Gauderies and ſicks 
ly Satisfations that the men of this world keep 
ſack a ſtir abour!How empry & evanid how flat 
and unſayoury will the beſt Pleaſures on Earth 
appear to you in compariſon of theſe Divine 
Contentments ? You will perpetually rejoyce; 

ou will fing Praiſes to your Sayiour , you wil 

leſs the day that ever you became acquainted 
with him ; you will confeſs him to be the ,only 
maſter of Pleaſure jn the world , and thatyou 
never knew what it was to be an Epicure.indeed, 
till you became a Chriſtian. | 

. Thus have I gone through all. theſe Heads 
which I arirſt propoſed ro inſiſt on. What now 
remains but that I reſume the... 4ps/tles Exhortation 
with which I begun this Diſcourſe , that ſince as 
you have ſeen, Godlineſs is ſo exceedingly profitable * 
t0 all the purpoſes of this Life, as well as the other : ſince, | 
as you have ſeen, Length of days is in her right hand, 
and in her left hand riches and honour; and all ber ways - 
are ways of pleaſantneſs , and all her paths are peace : 
you would all be per{waded ſeriouſly ro Apply 
Jour ſelves to the exerciſe of it. Which that you 
may do, Godof his, &c. 
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